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“Temple Israel is a welcoming and vibrant center of Jewish life for our region, l’dor vador 

... from generation to generation”  
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Shabbat schedule 

  

All Shabbat evening services 
start on Friday at 6:00 p.m.  

  

Shabbat morning Torah Study 
starts on Saturday at 9:15 a.m. 

  

All Shabbat morning services 
start on Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 

  
  

  

 Please continue our 
communal Rosh 

Hashanah celebration 
by joining in a 

potluck picnic at 
Chester Bowl on 

Monday immediately 
after Tashlich! 

Questions,  call Janet 
Rosen or Judy 

Gordon.  See you 
there!  

  

Life House  
Tzedakah Project 

  

Zippy Vosen wishes to 
express her thanks to the 

congregation for the 
generous donations to her bat 

mitzvah tzedakah project.  
  

Several bins of donated items 
were gladly received by Life 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

  

Every year I look forward to the holidays. To me the holidays are 
the best part of the year. We 
all seem to slow down a little. We spend time together as a 
community. We reflect on what is 
behind us and what’s ahead. Dare I say we are all a little nicer 
too. September was a really 
really tough month for our entire community. My heart goes out 
to our friends at Adas Israel 
Synagogue. This year I am not looking forward to the High 
Holidays, I am ready for them to be 
here. Ready to reflect. Ready to move forward. Ready to help 
make our community better. 
  
  

Rob Shamblott 

President 

  

FROM THE RABBI'S STUDY 

  

Rabbi’s bulletin article for October 2019/ Tishre-Cheshvan 
5780 

  

As I write this article in late September, we are just days away from 
the (late by Gregorian standards) start of Rosh Hashanah.  The 
month of October this year will encompass not only the second day of 
Rosh Hashanah, but also the remainder of the extended sequence of 
Jewish fall holidays: Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and the double holiday of 
Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah. 
We finish it all off in dramatic fashion with hakafot (circle 
processions) and dancing on Wednesday, October 23rd at 5:00 p.m., 
as we celebrate Simchat Torah, the festival of “Rejoicing in the 
Torah.”  This is when we complete the yearly cycle of Torah readings 
and start all over again with “Bereshit” (“In the beginning”). 
  

[Note:  Erev Simchat Torah officially occurs as of sundown Sun. 
10/20 on the Israel/Reform/Reconstructionist calendar and as of 
sundown Mon. 10/21 on the Diaspora/Orthodox/ Conservative 
calendar.  This year, in an effort to encourage better attendance, we 
are scheduling our celebration of Simchat Torah for the following 
Wednesday.] 

https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/preview/content/395489?token=88bc4dc9932acda715498e83638381b4#messagefrompresident
https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/preview/content/395489?token=88bc4dc9932acda715498e83638381b4#fromtherabbisstudy
https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/preview/content/395489?token=88bc4dc9932acda715498e83638381b4#ReligiousSchool
https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/preview/content/395489?token=88bc4dc9932acda715498e83638381b4#ReligiousSchool
https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/preview/content/395489?token=88bc4dc9932acda715498e83638381b4#futureevents


House staff, including 
toiletries, socks, underwear, 
and jewelry for their Urban 

Pearl business.   
  

A total of $476 in monetary 
donations was raised through 

checks and online.   
  

Thank you!!!!!  

  

 

  

Most of you may not be 
aware of the mitzvah the 

Temple has been providing 
each Wednesday morning. 

  

When Essentia Health stopped 
providing a weekly support 
group for people who had 
completed their outpatient day 
treatment program, Temple 
Israel gave the group a place a 
home to meet.  
  

Through the years some 
members remain, others have 
moved on and new members 
have been referred upon 
completion of their treatment. 
  

One of the constants (in addition 
to Marko's welcoming presence) 
has been the gratitude of the 
group for being able to call 
Temple their home. This is 
echoed weekly when each person 
offers a gratitude at the end of 
our meeting. You will also find it 
in these quotes from and 
in  response to a member who 
recently moved. 
  

"With sadness and a bit of shock, 
I will no longer be able to attend 
weekly coffee club. I moved on 
Friday night. All of this has 
triggered my PTSD and anxiety. 
  

I will be in contact with my 
Wednesday family via text, 
FaceTime and visits. 

At that point we enter the new Torah reading cycle that will take us to 
next Simchat Torah... 
Looking at the Torah as a whole (that is to say, in the limited sense of 
referring to just the “Five Books of Moses” --- Bereshit/ Genesis, 
Shemot/ Exodus, Vayikra/ Leviticus, Bemidbar/ Numbers and 
Devarim/ Deuteronomy), I am often struck by a certain imbalance in 
its contents:  Out of a total of 187 chapters, only the first 11 are 
universal in scope. (These 11 chapters constitute only the first two out 
of the total of 54 weekly portions -- Parashat Bereshit and Parashat 
Noach). 
 
In other words, by early November, just two weeks after Simchat 
Torah, we will already be shifting gears in the Torah cycle from the 
universal discussions of the role of the human being (in general) in 
the world (in general), to the specific focus on the Jewish people 
(specifically) primarily in relation to the land of Israel (specifically). 
 
It’s true that, as the prophet Amos declares:  “Halo khivnei 
chushiyim atem li, bnei yisra’el”/ “Are you not to Me, O people of 
Israel, like the Cushites?  Says the Eternal One.  Did I not bring Israel 
up from the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Crete, and the 
Arameans from Kir?” (Amos 9:7).  In other words, other peoples are 
connected to God, not just us.  Other peoples have their profound 
traditions, not just us.  Other peoples have their territorial 
homelands, not just us. 
 
But still, by early November of this year we will have already 
immersed ourselves in the Biblical narratives of the patriarchs and 
matriarchs of the Jewish people which begin with God’s call to 
Abraham at the start of Parashat Lekh Lekha: “Go forth from your 
native land and from your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you.”  (Gen. 12:1).  And from then on, the weekly Torah readings will 
focus on the Jewish people rather than on the world at large all the 
way until next Simchat Torah of fall 2021. 
 

What are we to make of this seeming imbalance of emphasis in the 
Torah? 
 
For me, this reminds me that, while our sacred stories may have 
many universal applications, they also constitute part of our unique 
cultural heritage as Jews.  In a modern, democratic, pluralistic 
society like the one in which (thankfully!) we live, there is still value 
in celebrating traditions that set us apart.  But the big question is --- 
how shall we determine the ideal balance between Jewish conformity 
to non-Jewish society versus Jewish diversity from it? 
 
Ideally, the two impulses work in sync.  Our practice of Jewish 
rituals, our study of Jewish texts, our exploration of Jewish history, 
and our fostering of Jewish community also ought to lead us to be 
better neighbors in the community at large and better “citizens of the 
world.”  But the balancing act between universalism and 
particularism varies from Jewish individual to Jewish individual, 
both within and across Jewish congregational labels of Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist, Reform, Renewal, Humanist and 
“none of the above”.    



  

Thank you for you for the 
prayers, support, advice, hugs 
and friendship you provided me 
as I went through the last years. 
I couldn't have done it without 
you." 

  

"Oh, I know how hard it is to 
leave group. Everyone was a 
lifesaver, my "other" family that 
understood what I was going 
through." 

  

"I know too well the sadness of 
leaving group behind. Please 
keep in touch with us in the 
private Facebook group. I can 
speak from experience that it has 
been a lifesaver for me over and 
over again." 

  

"Just knowing Coffee Club is out 
there brings a certain amount of 
peace especially when going 
through difficult times." 

  

These are just some of the voices 
who want to extend their 
gratitude to Temple Israel for 
their continued offer of a 
welcoming Wednesday home. 
  

That gratitude extends to Alakef 
Coffee Roasters who provided 
the Synagogue with a fantastic 
coffee maker and our group with 
countless pounds of delicious 
coffee. 
  

Thank you, 
  

May you go from strength to 
strength. 
  

Andrea (aka Group Facilitator, 
Mom) Gelb 

October Birthdays 

  

2 -Michael Rosenzweig 

      Judy Gordon 

3 - Josephine Gurovitsch 

4 – Seth Hoffman 

5 - Michael Altman 

7 - Kayla LaTarte 

8 - Kay Bloom 

     Francine Gunderson 

     Heidi Yokel 
11 – Alexander Bradford 

    Cindy Seiler 

 
The very fact that we live in a predominantly non-Jewish world 
means that “the deck is stacked” in favor of conformity/assimilation 
over diversity/separation.  Therefore, in our religious services and 
cultural and educational programs at Temple Israel, we try to stack 
the deck in the latter direction:  Here at Temple we use Hebrew in 
our prayers and study -- and teach it to both children and adults --- 
even though most of us spend the bulk of our lives using only 
English.   Here at Temple, individuals are encouraged to cover our 
heads for prayer and Torah study even though most of us spend the 
bulk of our lives bareheaded.    Here at Temple , we keep pork and 
shellfish out of the kitchen and separate meat and dairy even though 
most of us do not strictly observe kashrut in our daily lives.   
The next question is – to what extent do we take these uniquely 
Jewish behaviors outside the walls of the Temple – to our homes, to 
our workplaces, and to our streets.  If you are reading these words, 
then you (like yours truly who is writing these words) is somewhere 
in the middle.  My own prayer practice, my own observance of 
mitzvot, my own habits of Jewish study, and my own sense of 
engagement with Jewish community have evolved over the years and 
continue to evolve.  What about yours? 

  

L’shalom, 
Rabbi David Steinberg 
rabbidavid@jewishduluth.org 

  

NEWS FROM THE HEBREW AND RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS 

  

I am happy to report, that as of this writing, 33 students are 
enrolled in the Religious and Hebrew School this year, including 
six who are new to our school. Fifteen students are beginning or 
continuing their Hebrew studies, five students are starting or 
continuing their Confirmation studies, and three students are 
preparing to become B’nai Mitzvah. 
  

Parents, if any of you happen to be thinking, “my children are 
here for their Jewish and Hebrew studies, now what?” A good 
start would be to come learn and celebrate with them during 
these upcoming events: 
·         On Saturday, Oct. 12, students will make decorations and 
hang them in the sukkah during Religious School. Siblings and 
parents are welcome. 
·         On Wednesday, Oct. 16, all students and their families 
are invited to a service welcoming the ushpizin (guests) to the 
sukkah at 5:30 p.m. We will end the evening with a little “pizza in 
the hut.” Abbreviated Hebrew studies will be held that day, from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m., during which time we will learn the Sukkot 
blessings in addition to our regular lessons.  
·         On Wednesday, Oct. 23, all students and their 
families are encouraged to come celebrate Simchat Torah as 
we dance with the Torahs, re-roll the scroll, and begin our Torah 
studies over again, starting at 5 p.m. Confirmation students will 



    Cara Seiler 

    Kevin Seiler 

13 - Michael Baddin 

14 - Lev Frank 

     Peg Freidman 

     Kathy Levine 

15 - Hallie Davis 

18 - Jay Widdes 

20 - Donde Goldfine 

      Andrea Chartier 

26 - Peter Yokel 

October Anniversaries 

  

3 - Josh and Nicole Widdes 

11 – Bryan and 
Patricia             Poulin 

31 - Bruce and 
Bonnie             Lurye 

Please call or email the office if: 
Your information changes 
(address, phone, family info.)  

  

we missed your birthday or 
anniversary or have the wrong 

data!  
  

Our database is being updated 
often. 

218-724-8857 or email 
admin@jewishduluth.org  

Dear Temple Israel, 
  

I hope this note finds you well! 
My name is Claire Rawson-
Dannenbaum and I am reaching 
out to communities that might 
have interest in our upcoming 
conference,  Jewish and Queer-
Raised: A Retreat for the Next 
Generation.  
  

We’re looking for individuals with 
1+ queer parents who were raised 
with Jewish values. Do you know 
anyone who might be interested? 

  

It will be led by Rabbi Jane 
Litman at the Center for LGBTQ 
and Gender Studies in Religion in 
Berkley, CA, this Nov 2-3. There 
are travel and housing subsidies 
available, and participants can 
reach out to Jane directly to 
discuss:  jlitman@clgs.org.  
  

Can you help us spread the word? 
I’ve attached a link here.    

have key roles in the service, so please make sure they arrive on 
time. Abbreviated Hebrew studies will be held from 4:30 to 5 
p.m., when we will review some of the songs and blessings used 
in the celebration. 
·         And be sure to join us Saturday, Oct. 26, to 
welcome students new to the Religious and Hebrew School 
who are being honored in consecration during Shabbat morning 
services at 10 a.m. 
I need a few parent volunteers to help set up for and clean up 
after our pizza in the sukkah. And I need someone to contribute a 
special dessert for Kiddush lunch after the consecration service.    
Please note, there is no Hebrew School Wednesday, Oct. 9, as 
it is Yom Kippur. 
   

Andrea Novel Buck 

Youth Education Director 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE ACCEPTED HIGH 
HOLIDAY HONORS. 
  

If you have agreed to do an English reading during any of the Rosh 
Hashanah or Yom Kippur services, and you have not yet picked up a 
copy of your reading, please contact Cathy 
admin@jewishduluth.org or Rabbi David 
rabbidavid@jewishduluth.org so that we can arrange to get the text 
to you. 
  

·       If your reading is from the machzor that we will be using at 
services (On Wings of Awe) we invite you to simply borrow a copy 
of the book in advance from Temple and bring it back with you to 
services. 
  

·       If it is a reading from another source, please contact us if you 
don’t have it yet so that we can arrange for you to pick it up here at 
Temple, or mail it to you if you don’t plan to be at Temple between 
now and the date of the service for which you are reading it. 
  

Thanks! 
  

Shanah tovah u’metukah, 
Rabbi David 

  

Culturally and Spiritually  
Responsive Healthcare: 

Whole Person, Whole Community 

Public Lecture and Conference Sessions 

  

On Thursday October 24 at 6pm, in the Mitchell Auditorium at The 
College of St. Scholastica, Maria Regan Gonzalez, the first and only 
Latina mayor in Minnesota, will give a public lecture entitled 
“Advancing Equity by Culturally and Spiritually Transforming 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=395489&act=111111&c=812323&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fjewish-and-queer-raised-a-retreat-for-the-next-generation-tickets-68733639165
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=395489&act=111111&c=812323&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fjewish-and-queer-raised-a-retreat-for-the-next-generation-tickets-68733639165
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=395489&act=111111&c=812323&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fjewish-and-queer-raised-a-retreat-for-the-next-generation-tickets-68733639165


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jewis
h-and-queer-raised-a-retreat-for-the-
next-generation-tickets-68733639165  

I hope we can count on your 
support! Looking forward to 
hearing from you.  
Best,  
Claire 

September 

Donations 

  

Endowment 

Chris and Dan King 
  

Betsy and Mike Rosenzweig 

  

Douglas and Cindy Kanter 

  

Judy Gordon 

  

Mike and Michelle Baddin 

  

Slonim Family 

  

Karen and Gary Westorff 

  

Carol and Mark Weitz 

  

John and Judy Miner 

  

Suzie Rosenzweig 

  

Anita Lurye Silver 

  

Linda Glaser 

  

Brad Altman 

  

Kathy Levine 

  

General 
Marsha and Richard 

Eisenberg 
  

Lisa Squillace 

  

Marilyn Wigder 
  

Kathy Levine 
 

Allyz Kramer Polacsek and 
Bart Polacsek 

  

Beverly and Erwin Goldfine 

Mark and Carol Weitz 
  

Mark and Francis Paper 

  

Michelle and Michael Baddin 

  

E. Robie Wayne 
  

Henry and Ann Royer 

Ourselves and the Healthcare System.” Reception begins at 
5:30pm. 
  

Regan Gonzalez—who is also a community strategist for Blue Cross, 
Blue Shield—prioritizes housing, social connectedness, public health, 
and inclusive decision-making in her work as mayor of Richfield, 
envisioning her city as a laboratory for a more inclusive government 
amidst widening disparities and racial inequities across the state and 
country. 
  

The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum has organized this conference, 
with support from healthcare faculty at CSS as well as many other 
community entities. 
  

On Friday October 25, from 9am to 5pm, 2-hour cross-cultural 
roundtable sessions will address patient, family, and community-
centered care to promote physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual 
health and respectful care in honoring cultural and spiritual values of 
Minnesota’s increasingly diverse communities.  Morning sessions 
run from 9-11am,  
early afternoon sessions from 1:45-3:45pm, and late 
afternoon sessions from 3-5pm. 
  

Cross-cultural session topics include Addressing Healthcare 
Barriers; Maternal Health and Childbirth; Youth Mental and Physical 
Health; LGBTQ+ Health; Trafficking Prevention and Awareness; Men’s 
Health; Nature & Health; Healing Ceremonies and Lifecycle Events; 
and Spiritual Needs at End of Life. 
  

Speakers at the conference are healthcare providers from 
Anishinaabe, African Heritage, Latinx, Somali, and Hmong 
communities in the Twin Ports and Twin Cities, as well as 
representatives of Duluth’s diverse cultural and spiritual traditions 
including those of Judaism.   
  

Cost is $40 for community members and $60 for those seeking CEUs. If 
you are interested in dropping in just for a single session, contact Elyse 
Carter Vosen at evosen@css.edu 

  

Again, the public lecture on Thursday October 24 is completely 
free and open to the public. 
For schedule and speaker information, go to http://www.css.edu/culturally-

and-spiritually-responsive-healthcare.html   
  

 
  

The Campus Ministry team at the College of St. 
Scholastica recognizes that CSS is a multi-faith community and we 
are making an effort to lift up and make visible the different faith 
traditions on Campus. As part of this, we are working with some of 
our Community's Jewish faculty and staff to plan some events 
marking the coming holidays and we would like to extend an 
invitation to the entire Temple community to join us. 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=395489&act=111111&c=812323&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.css.edu%2Fculturally-and-spiritually-responsive-healthcare.html
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=395489&act=111111&c=812323&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.css.edu%2Fculturally-and-spiritually-responsive-healthcare.html


  

Janet and Steve Rosen 
  

Mike Grossman and Holly 
Church 

 

Bill and Kay Slack 

  

Mary Dwan 
  

Mark Cohen 

  

Rita and Allen Cohen 

  

Ardeth Dreshfield 

  

Tom and Pam Griggs 

  

Jand and Cindy Seiler 

  

Sharon Kaner 

  

Allyz Kramer Polacsek and 
Bart Polacsek 

  

Mary Roberts 

  

Toby and John Marcovich 

  

Karen and Gary Westorff 

  

Mary and Larry Haugen 

  

Betty Ramsland  

Lynn Bruen 

  

William and Mary Ellen 
Wade 

  

Jane Hovland 

  

Joyce Levenson 

  

Ann Mars 

  

Jack Krenzen 

  

Scott and Leslie Rogoff 

  

Joel Abramson 

  

Donna Peel 
  

Carol Carro 

  

Kathy Levine 

  

Sally Krovitz Children's 

Marilyn Krovitz and Larry 
Blunt 

  

Oneg Fund 

Robert and Carrie Greenberg 

  

Butterfly Garden 

  

On Friday, Sept. 27th from 11am-1pm, in preparation for Rosh 
HaShanah, we will have apples and honey and challah (made by 
Steve Davis and Terese Tomanek) in the Student Union (on the 
ground floor of Tower Hall). We will be inviting people to contribute 
reflections for the coming year on foam strips that we will make into 
a chain that will be used to decorate our Campus sukkah.  
  

Please come and enjoy a sweet treat for the New Year and add your 
reflections to our chain. 
  

On Wednesday, Oct. 2nd, at 9am, as part of our bi-annual 
Community Day volunteer opportunity, we will be building a sukkah 
near Tower Hall. Please come and help us make this a beautiful 
space in preparation for some community gatherings during Sukkot. 
  

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Hakes, Campus 
Minister (mhakes@css.edu, 218-625-4445). Ketivah v’chatima 
tovah. 
  

Mark Daniel Hakes 
Campus Minister - Campus Ministry 
Director - Youth Theology Institute 
218-625-4445 | mhakes@css.edu 
he/him/his 

 
   

  
 

 



Linda Glaser 

  

Harry Glazman Kiddush 

Gayle Held and Scott 
Barnhard 

  

Sarah Squillace 

  

Recording for the Blind 

Jeffry Kanter 

  

Claudia Kanter 

  

Prayer Books  
Mike Grossman and Holly 

Church 

  

CHUM Food Shelf 

Anita Lurye Silver 

  

Rabbi's Discretionary 

David Wiltrout 

  

Religious School 
Carol Cohen 

Remember those in 
care facilities 

  

Benedictine Health Center 

    Barbara Segal - BeeHive Homes 

  
  

 



 


